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BACK TO UGANDA 2019 

Back to Uganda.  Back to the Kalungu District and to Kabaale Village.  For me, it was the 9th trip. 

Back to the warm embrace and big smiles of dear friends.  Back to the place where we’ve 

witnessed God doing such an amazing work over this past decade. 

I flew into Entebbe airport on a Wednesday and met up with Paul Mwesigwa, African Director 

of Hope and Mercy Mission, and my uncle, Pastor Bob Emrich, the US Director of the Mission.  

We spend the night in Entebbe and headed to the village the next day. 

 

God worked in unexpected ways to make it possible for us to even be there.  A home in Astoria, 

for the month of March, was thoughtfully and generously gifted to Laura and me.  The offer of 

the home happened even before we knew of the possibility of an upcoming trip to Africa.  This 

unexpected provision allowed for Laura to be cared for by family and friends in that area while I 

was gone.  Likewise, the needed funds were readily and abundantly provided by God through 

the generosity of so many.  Pastor Bob faced his own challenges with regards to making his way 

to Uganda.  He experienced both a “heart episode” and a respiratory infection not long before 

the trip.  But he was improved enough to travel and experienced good health throughout the 

trip!  Praise the Lord!  Thank you for your prayers! 
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AT FAITH BIBLE SCHOOL 

On Friday (March 8th) Pastor 

Bob and I did some teaching at 

Faith Bible School.  Faith Bible 

School was established several 

years ago.  It’s beginning was 

like a dream.  Pastor Bob was 

burdened by the need for the 

village pastors to be better 

equipped to serve.  I 

remember the discussions we 

had, in the guest house, 

regarding the need.  That 

dream was brought to fruition 

through God’s provision of 

four well-qualified men, village 

pastors themselves, who 

would serve as teachers at the 

school.  At first the school met 

in a tent, but then a fine 

school building was 

constructed.  Pastor Bob, 

myself, and others prepared 

the curriculum.  Funds were 

provided for the construction 

of the building and for the 

operating costs.  Amazingly, it 

costs only about $600 per 

month to fund the school.  A 

small cost for so much benefit.  

The teachers meet for a week 

each month to receive instruction in Bible Doctrine, Bible Survey, Bible study methods, 

leadership principles, and spiritual disciplines.  There are also classes in English and computer 

skills.  They are housed and fed for the week.  The teachers provided oversight and work 

together to nurture and train the pastor-students.  The school has been operating now for 

several years and has proved itself to be a huge blessing to the pastors and their churches.  No 

matter where we traveled in the region, we heard heart-warming testimonies of how the 

school has worked to benefit both the pastors and their churches. 
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On that Friday, we taught those 

who are currently enrolled in the 

school (36 students).  Pastor Bob 

taught a couple of sessions using 

Romans 12:1-2 regarding the need 

to present one’s body to God as a 

living and holy sacrifice.  And how 

that relates to the pastor/Bible 

school student.  I did a session 

looking to Ezra’s example as one 

who had set his heart to study, 

practice, and then teach the Word 

(Ezra 7:10).   I did another session 

using Acts 1:8 to explain how God 

works to Spirit-empower ordinary men and women to proclaim the extraordinary message of 

the gospel.  The students were so very happy to have us and listened attentively throughout 

the day. 

FAITH BIBLE SCHOOL GRADUATION 

Saturday (March 9th) was the Faith 

Bible School graduation.  In 2018, 

19 students graduated.  This year’s 

class graduated 12 students.  Tents 

had been put up.  A big meal was 

prepared.  The crowd began to 

assemble around 10am.  Family 

members and local officials were 

present.  All the teachers were 

given an opportunity to speak, and 

they spoke of their experience at 

the school in teaching their 

particular subject.  Paul Mwesigwa, 

Pastor Bob, and myself also shared 

a message.  One by one the students came forward to receive their diplomas and the gift of a 

Lugandan Bible and a beautiful, inscribed, wood notebook cover (Pastor Bob had come across 

one of these and then called the Oregon company that makes them; they were happy to 

provide them at a reduced cost).  Family members and friends gathered around each student, 

as they merrily posed for a picture with the rest of us.  It was a joyous occasion indeed!  As of 

now, 31 pastors have received their education at Faith Bible School and as a result are even 

now better equipped to serve as pastors.  Praise the Lord! 
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2 Timothy 2:2, “And what you have heard from me in the presence of many 

witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.” 
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VISITING CHURCHES 

On Sunday, March 10th, 

Pastor Bob and I visited 

separate churches.   I 

was at True Believers 

Church (located not far 

from Kabaale Village).  It 

had rained that day so 

the church service was 

delayed, since everyone 

must travel on dirt roads 

that are hard to travel 

when they turn muddy.  

The building itself was of 

typical “mud on a stick 

frame” construction.  

Their building did have 

the benefit of having a 

corrugated metal roof.  

I’ve been in dozens of 

such church buildings.  

They typically have no 

doors or windows, no 

parking lot (most people 

walk), no bathrooms, no 

power.  Most have dirt 

floors.  But the people 

are always delighted to 

be gathered together to 

worship Jesus.  About 

half of those at church 

that day were children.  

They were gladly involved in the music service and most were attentive to the message.  The 

people sang out from their hearts to the rhythm of the drums.  I had been given 100s of 

“wordless book” bracelets to take on the trip.  We passed out two bracelets each to the 

children and adults.  Using the bracelets, I explained the gospel message and asked that they 

pass on a bracelet and the message to someone else.  Then I preached from 2 Corinthians 8:9 of 

those One who was rich but became poor that we might be made rich in Him.  The people 

listened attentively and we much enjoyed our time in the Word.  Pastor Henry served as my 

translator. 
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Some years ago, Pastor Bob 

and I, using funds provided 

for particular needs, gifted 

Pastor Henry with a new 

motorcycle.  Pastor Henry 

serves as overseer of the 

pastor alliances and travels 

much in all his various 

responsibilities, so the 

motorcycle would prove to 

be especially helpful for him.  

We surprised him with that 

gift, he was overwhelmed 

and even began to sing 

“Amazing Grace.”  When it 

was time to leave True 

Believers church, there was Pastor Henry and his motorcycle.  I hopped on the back, a little 

dubious given the fact that the roads were still a little wet from the earlier rain.  But he was so 

glad to be able to drive me on that bike back to the guest house and we made it back safely.   

VISITING SUNRISE SCHOOL 

On Monday, March 11th, Paul Mwesigwa 

and Pastor Bob visited a couple of 

churches to hear testimonies that would 

be used to prepare a short video that 

would be used to explain and describe 

the ministry of Hope and Mercy Mission.  

I stayed behind in the village and visited 

Sunrise School.  Sunrise School was 

founded years ago.  Paul Mwesigwa and 

his wife, Lydia, had visited his home 

village.  Many had died from aids and 

there were a lot of orphan children.  

Overwhelmed by the need, they prayed, 

“God what’s to be done for all these children.”  God led them to start a school.  Over the years, 

and with help from American churches, the school has grown and flourished.  A large and 

qualified staff teach over 250 students.  These students receive a quality education and are also 

fed at the school.  The students are at school from early morning to evening each day.  They are 

attentive and disciplined and value their education.  Truths about God are taught openly.   
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Agnes, the head teacher at the school, accompanied me on a visit to every classroom at the 

school.  It was especially heartwarming to hear their voices, in unison, greeting me as they 

stood and declared— “good morning, sir!”  I passed out a Tootsie Roll and a “wordless book” 

bracelet to every child.  Later, during assembly time, Agnes did a wonderful job of explained the 

meaning to the colors of the bracelet to the students. The sewing group at Lewis and Clark Bible 

Church had sewn dresses for girls and shorts for boys to give away.  During the assembly time 

we passed out those dresses and shorts.  The children were very glad to receive them.  Keep in 

mind that these children don’t have much.  They might have only one change of clothes plus 

their school uniform.  They’ve got no toys.  They children work hard, doing chores and hauling 

water.  It was so great to be able to spend that time with them and to pass on those gifts.  

Thanks to all who prepared them! 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Corinthians 9:12, “For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs 

of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.” 
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MARRIAGE CONFERENCES 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, March 12th and 13th, we held marriage conferences in two 

different locations.  We began each conference the same way.  Pastor Bob did a session on the 

authority of the Word of God and need to submit tradition and culture to what the Bible has to 

say.  I did a session on the role of the husband and wife in marriage.  We asked for folks to write 

down questions that they had and submit them to us before lunch.  After lunch we endeavored 

to give a Biblical response to the questions.  In Monday’s conference, with 125 or so in 

attendance, there were about 25 questions.  We worked through them one at a time, taking up 

most of the afternoon.  It was near time to conclude but there was one last question.  It had to 

do with what the response of a spouse should be if his or her spouse was chronically ill.  Given 

Laura’s condition, Paul and Bob indicated that they wanted me to answer that question.  I 

responded detailing the challenges associated with Laura’s condition over these past two years.  

I had barely sat down when the pastor’s wife of the host church stood up, she asked everyone 

there to pray for Laura.  So, they all stood, as they do, and lifted their hands to heaven.  They all 

prayed in unison, for some minutes.  It is the way they pray.  No one led the prayer, but when it 

came time to conclude, they all stopped praying at the same time.  Though we couldn’t 

understand the words being said, it was obvious that they were whole-hearted in their prayers.  

It was a touching moment! 
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The second marriage conference was 

at People of the Way Church, where 

Pastor Henry serves as Pastor.  His 

church building is still under 

construction, though much progress 

has been made.  I remembered that 

many years ago how we stood on that 

same spot, long before construction 

had begun, and prayed for that land 

and the building and all.  About 150 

people attended that marriage 

conference and there was much 

energy about.  Some of the folks there 

were amongst those we’ve known the 

longest, for many years.  They were so 

very glad to see us, and all listened 

attentively to the messages.  

Afterwards 72 questions were 

submitted for us to answer.  The 

questions covered a wide range of 

topics—from roles in marriage to 

questions related to adultery and 

divorce, to matters of finance and 

everything else imaginable.  We took 

them on one by one and concluded 

that there is much more work to be 

done in providing instruction related 

to what the Bible has to say about 

marriage and family.  We plan to 

incorporate such instruction into the 

curriculum of Faith Bible School.  

During the conference one woman 

came forward, wanting to be 

reconciled to her husband.  We prayed 

for her and her husband.  Five others 

came forward at the end of the 

conference, expressing their desire to 

place their trust in Jesus.  We prayed 

with them also, and there was much 

joy amongst all the congregation. 
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FAITH BIBLE SCHOOL STAFF RETREAT 

On Thursday, March 14th, 

we took the Faith Bible 

School pastors and their 

wives on a retreat to a 

remote resort situated 

along the shore of Lake 

Victoria.  It was a gorgeous 

setting.  Before the lunch, 

we sat around a table 

under the trees and took 

some time to get better 

acquainted.  The pastors 

and wives each shared 

some of their life story.  

Pastor Grace and his wife 

had never been “out” for a 

meal like that before—

they were thrilled to be 

there.  Pastor Joel and his 

wife shared something of 

their past.  They had once 

spent some time living in a 

small hut.  We heard 

similar stories from the 

rest.  All were so very 

thankful for Faith Bible 

School.  These four men 

have been faithful and 

united and have worked 

so hard in overseeing the 

school.  It was altogether 

fitting that we should 

show our appreciation 

that way.  We enjoyed our meal together.  I mentioned something to Pastor Bob that maybe we 

should make this an annual event.  A little while later there was some discussion at the other 

end of the table and then the pastors let us know that they had a request.  They asked if it were 

possible that we plan to do such a retreat every year.  We gladly approved of their suggestion. 
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AT NANSANA BIBLE CHURCH 

On Friday, March 15th, Pastor Bob flew 

back to the US.  I stayed behind in 

Kampala so I could visit Nansana Bible 

Church (Nansana is near to Kampala).  

On Sunday I made my way to the 

church.  I was accompanied by two 

ladies associated with Days for Girls, 

Carol and Mercy.  The church service 

was in English.  The songs were songs 

that we are familiar with.  After the 

song service, Pastor Allan led a Sunday 

School time with the children.  The 

adults were all present.  He briefly 

reviewed the previous lesson, then 

asked the children a question, “When 

does a person receive the Holy Spirit?”  

The children had some reasonable 

responses, but then Pastor Allan 

clarified that a person actually receives 

the Holy Spirit when they are born again 

by trusting in Jesus.  Again, we passed 

out “Wordless Book” colored bracelets 

and explained the meaning of each 

color.  There were girls at church who 

did not regularly attend but had come 

to receive a Days for Girls kit.  They all 

heard the gospel.  Then I preached again 

on 2 Corinthians 8:9. It was a different 

experience for me in Uganda, since I was 

able to preach in English. They people 

were very attentive, and I had a 

wonderful time speaking of the One 

who was rich but then made Himself 

poor that He might make us to be rich in 

Him.   

After the church services, the men were 

dismissed so that Carol could speak to 

the girls about the Days for Girls kits and 
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how they are to be used.  She then answered a bunch 

of questions.  Then it was time to distribute the kits.  

One by one we passed out a total of 80 kits to some 

incredibly thankful girls.  The kits provide for girls so 

that they can care for themselves during their 

monthly cycles.  Without the kits girls often miss 

school during those times.  The distribution worked to 

bring a number of unchurched girls to Nansana Bible 

Church for the first time. These girls also had the 

opportunity to hear the gospel message.  We trust 

that God might work in their lives to make Himself 

known. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My pet goat “ToGo” is doing well. 

 

 

 

A special 

thanks for 

these two 

ladies, Jean 

and Jackie, for 

taking such 

good care of 

us during out 

stay! 
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A new “Assembly Hall” is under construction at Sunrise School. 

The Lewis and Clark Bible Church sewing group.  Thanks ladies! 
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CONCLUSION 

It was a great trip.  Praise the Lord for all that was accomplished: 

• We were able to teach at Faith Bible School, attend the graduation, and encourage the 

FBS teachers and wives by taking them on an outing. 

• It was great to visit a couple of churches and encourage and instruct through the 

preaching of the Word. 

• The marriage conferences were well attended, and the questions revealed both the 

importance of the time we spent with them in the Word and the need to do more 

instruction—possibly via some added curriculum at Faith Bible School—on marriage and 

family issues.  During the conferences we witnessed one marriage being reconciled and 

five individuals placing their trust in Jesus. 

• We shared the gospel with hundreds of children via the “Wordless Book” bracelets. 

• We were able to bless some children by giving out gifts including, dresses for girls and 

shorts for boys.   

• We were also able to pass out nearly 100 Days for Girls kits to girls at Nansana Bible 

Church.  The distribution provided for an opportunity to share the gospel.  Thanks, LCBC 

sewing group for your hard work in making dresses, shorts, and Days for Girls kits! 

• We were able to work on preparing a video to be shared with others regarding the 

ministry of Hope and Mercy Mission. 

Thanks to all who encouraged, supported, prayed for, and gave gifts to send!  Your participation 

in this ministry continues to be used by God to encourage and build up His church in the 

Kalungu District of Uganda.  The people of the region were/are so very grateful for all you’ve 

done on their behalf! 

If you’d like to help support the ongoing ministry of Hope and Mercy Mission there are several 

ways to do that.  Both Sunrise School and Faith Bible School have monthly expenses that rely on 

the support of US donors.  Here’s how you can give: 

Send a check to:  Hope and Mercy Mission 
   PO Box 22 
   Plymouth, Maine 04969 
 
Visit www.hopemercymission.com and donate via PayPal. 
 
Find “Hope and Mercy Mission” on facebook. 
 

http://www.hopemercymission.com/
http://www.hopemercymission.com/

